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                             I AM NOT AN EYE!

                              by Robert Fitts

 

"If the ear says, 'I am not part of the body because I am only an ear and not an eye,' would that make it any less a part of the body?" (I Cor. 12:16)

 

    It Is a "red  letter day" in the life of the believer when he can say with freedom and release, "I am  not an eye."  For in admitting that I am not an eye I will begin to discover who I really am in the body of Christ. At  times it  is necessary to find out what I am not before I can be sure of what I am.


     For so many years of my walk with God, in my zeal I wanted to go everywhere and do everything.  A missionary would come to our church
and immediately I felt the call to go to the heathen tribes in the regions
beyond.  A chalk-talk artist would  come and minister and in my excitement
I would exclaim,  "I can  do  that!"  I would witness the dynamic ministry
of an evangelist and long to be out on the road for God. Then there was
the radio pastor, the pilot, the author, the teacher . . . on and on.


     I have to admit that not only did I long to try my wings at all of the above, I drew a deep breath and took the leap into everything listed and more!     Needless to say, I've suffered a lot of frustration and confusion over the years.  But in spite of my "zeal without knowledge" all was not a total waste. But who knows what could have been accomplished if I had not gone off in so many directions at once?


     Over the years, after a lot of unnecessary bumps and knocks, God has  worked in me a measure of grace and revelation so that now I'm comfortable  to say, "I'm not  an eye" or "I'm  not  a hand, or foot."  But this release has brought to me the same boldness to say  "I  am  an eye or a hand or  a foot."  For the same understanding that shows me what I am not also frees me to say what I am in the family of God. And whatever I am will surely come to light, not only to me but also to those with whom I am closely related in the Kingdom of God.


     Have you found your identity within the Body of Christ? Have those who are walking closely with you in the Lord given clear confirmation to this?  Are you trying  to function as an eye when God has not called you or gifted you to be an eye?  An absurdity that is pitiful to behold is an ear trying to do the work of an eye. Lest we become such an absurdity to ourselves and to those around us let us consider the following:


     1.  Seek not a place of prominence or influence.  If it comes, do not run from it. Take your place as an eye if God has gifted and called you to be an eye.


     2.   Seek not  a "ministry" but  rather  seek to minister. The world is full of people who need help. The spirit of a true servant does not clamor for recognition. A servant does not need a stage or a spotlight to do his work.  He only needs to love God and be willing to spend and be spent serving others.


     3.  Always remember that within the body of Christ there are no
unimportant members. According to I Cor.12 there are greater and lesser
gifts but there is nothing to indicate that there are greater and lesser
members. Your place and function in the body is as important and necessary
as the eye. Therefore there is no real need to strive to be an eye when you could just relax and be a foot or a hand or an ear, or what God has already made you to be, no matter what that is.


     4.  Do not be content to remain in darkness as to what you are. You
need to know this and you have a responsibility to know. Pray that God
will make this clear to you and to those who are your spiritual leaders in the  Lord. A tremendous release and freedom will be yours when you find your identity and placement in the Body of Christ.


     Normally God will work with us along the lines of our desires and
inclinations. What do you want to be?  What do you like to do?  Where
have you been most successful? What is it you do with ease that others
struggle to do?


     Paul said, "It is God at work in you both to will and to do of His good pleasure." To the fully yielded and trusting child of God, there is that special promise.  It is God who is working inside of you to make you want to do what  He wants you to do.  According to that promise, God is giving the power to accomplish what He has motivated you to do. He not only gives you the desire to do his will, he also gives you the power to do his will. And it is all an inward working of His Spirit at the very core of your being. Such a release!!  As we fully lean on Him in surrender and trust,  He begins to supernaturally within us,  stirring up desires to do " His good pleasure." 

 

    So  the very first step in discovering our place and function within the Body of Christ is to renounce all self will and self determination and trust God to produce in us the divine motivation to function according to His predetermined purposes that He has ordained for us. 

 

    He always gives the very best to those who leave the choice to Him.
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THE DIVINE APPOINTMENT PRAYER
Give me a divine appointment today with someone who is hungry for God
Or in need, and give me grace to minister the love of Jesus
 In the power of the Holy Spirit.

A DECLARATION OF UNITY
I belong to everything that belongs to Jesus
And everything that belongs to Jesus belongs to me.
It's not "Us and them."
It's just US!
For there is only one Body of Christ.
And the problems of the Church, the whole Church, are OUR problems!
For WE are the Church!
And we can do more together than we can do alone.
"One shall chase a thousand, and two shall put ten thousand to flight."

LEADERSHIP, JESUS STYLE 
"Jesus called them together and said, 'You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their high officials exercise authority over them. But it shall not be so among you.  Instead, whoever wants to become great among you must be your servant, and whoever wants to be chief among you must be your slave, just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.'"  (Mt. 20:25)  








